
THE SIX LICENSES
What they are and how you can use them
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S I X  L I C E N S E S

Creative Commons offers six
copyright licenses to those who
would share creative works. The
creator selects the terms under
which the work will be licensed.
The six licenses are composed
of combos of  four elements: 

Each license is composed of
three layers: 
1) Human readable ("the
Commons Deed") 
2) Legal code ("the license") 
3) Machine readable
(metadata for search
engines and software)

The attribution 
license requires 
the user to give 
credit to the 
original creator.

C R E A T I V E  C O M M O N S

BY-ND
This license 
requires the user to 
give credit to the 
original creator, 
PLUS the work may 
not be changed.

BY-SA

   <- By      

<- NonCommercial

No Derivatives ->

  Share Alike -> 
    

Three
License layers

This license 
requires the user 
to give credit to 
the original 
creator, PLUS any 
works created 
with the original 
work must have 
this same license.

BY-NC BY-NC-SA BY-NC-ND
This license 
requires the user 
to give credit to 
the original 
creator, PLUS the 
work cannot be 
used 
commercially. The 
work does not 
have to retain the 
same license.

This license 
requires the user 
to give credit to 
the original 
creator, PLUS the 
work cannot be 
used commercially 
Any works created 
with the original 
work must have 
this same license.

This license 
requires the user 
to give credit to 
the original 
creator, PLUS the 
work may not be 
changed and may 
not be used 
commercially. The 
work does not 
have to retain the 
same license.



Definitions

BY = attribution to
the creator is

required.

SHARE ALIKE = All
copies must use the
same license as the

original.

NO DERIVATIVES =
all further uses must

be unchanged.

NONCOMMERCIAL =
Copies must not be

exchanged for value.

Exceptions and limitations

The following are SOME examples of times when  
CC licenses will NOT apply because U.S.  copyright law offers an

exception.

Fair Use

Copyright
has

expired

Not
copyrightable

Dedicated to
Public

Domain

Other countries have other types of exceptions and limitations.

In-class
performances

Single copies for
personal use

Copies for the
disabled

Parody Copies for criticism
or review

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Works in the public domain are not affected by
CC licenses because the works are no longer
protected by copyright. Works enter the public

domain when:
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The six licenses only operate
within the scope of copyright
law. If one of the exceptions
or limitiations applies,
copyright law does not control
the use, therefore the CC
licenses have no effect.


